
Friday 9 March 

SECA Swimming Carnival 

 

Thursday 15 March 

Year 7 Reflection Day 

 

Friday 16 March 

BULLYING—No Way Day 

St Patrick’s Day Dinner 

 

Monday 19 March 

MacKillop Celebration Day 

 

Thursday 29 March 

Last Day of Term One 

Charlie Love carries the baton! 

 

Wednesday 16  

to Friday 18 May 

Year 8 Camp 

 

 

Accepting Enrolments for  

Years 7, 8 and 9 for 2019 

and 

Years 7, 8,  9 and 10 for 2020 

As I write this letter, we are well into the 40 days that are the season of Lent. As 
part of our focus across this period, our community will engage in Project            
Compassion. I am sure Mr Harris will provide more details on our response to the 
Rohingya Crisis in his article. I thank each student in advance for whatever money 
they raise which will give HOPE to a people in exile.  

Hope means to “expect with confidence” and is born from hopelessness. Easter is 
the ultimate example of this. The jubilant event of the resurrection of Jesus comes 
from the bleakness, the seeming hopelessness of his  crucifixion. And so, we are all 
called at this time to renew ourselves so we can be more Christ like in our world.  

And so, my hope is that all members of McAuley College will respond to our SERVE 
project for Term One. It is an opportunity to think of others, through our acts of 
service at home, and with the money we raise, to then give HOPE for a better life to 
those in Rohingya who are unable to access the basis human rights of food and 
shelter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On assembly this week, I congratulated 
our students on the way in which they 
are presenting themselves for school 
each day. I am proud of the way in 
which our students have responded to 
the challenge of wearing their uniform. 
It shows they have great pride in     
themselves, as well as an enormous 
pride for the community that they     
belong to. (As well as, great parents at 
home!!!)  



  
It makes a huge different to be presented well in your uniform. It shows you are ready to fully participate in all that is 
school. And reflecting over the first half of this term, it is clear our students are very much keen to participate. Record 
numbers at Swimming Club and Running Club, 90% attendance at our Annual Inter-house Swimming Carnival, swelling 
numbers at Choir and Instrumental Music, are all indicators that our students embrace the opportunities afforded to 
them. Well done.  

 
 

 
 

Now to our parents… 
 
No, I am not expecting you to wear a uniform, but I encourage you to look for opportunities to be 
involved in our community. If you have ideas, I am keen to hear them. The school will  host a number 
of PARENT ENGAGEMENT opportunities that link directly to supporting your child and their learning 
journey at McAuley College. Our first, Learning@McAuley in a digitally connected environment was 
on Wednesday. The next on the horizon is a must for all parents. I am also please to announce that 
we have also invited Year 6 parents from St Mary’s Primary School and All Saints’ Primary School. It is 
the renowned speaker, Mr Brett Lee. He will address issues around Online Safety and Cyberbullying. 
Please refer to the attached flyer and respond via the link provided. 
 

Click here to respond or on the link provided in the flyer. 
 
I hope you have a wonderful fortnight. Well done to Frassati House for winning the Inter-house Swimming Carnival.  
 
In Mercy, 
Deidre Young 
Principal 

 

 

  

 

Parent Engagement 

McAuley College—Stage Two 
 
Hi Parents 
 
McAuley College is progressing with our Stage Two plans for      
building to commence after Easter. Currently, Brisbane Catholic 
Education, along with Bertoldi Architects, are selecting builders, 
from Expressions of Interest that have been submitted, to tender. 
 
As you would be aware, builders may be looking for local               
subcontractors to assist with work and quote for their tender. I 
draw your attention to this so you can monitor the local paper and 
other avenues for possible advertisements calling for local          
subcontractors to submit an EOI, or invite you to contact           
Mark Middleton (mmiddleton@bne.catholic.edu.au) to discuss the 
process. 
 
This part of the process is not facilitated by the College. Builders 
and subcontractors for any stage building are managed externally. 
However, I am keen to see locals are given a chance to submit an         
interest in the work to be completed here at McAuley College. 
Deidre Young 
Principal  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9yCGN0qqrECQKi75E9jtaYcDcf-t0I1LpqzbTikFOddUNVBOTTVUN01WTE1RQ0daVkFZTjZEVzJCNS4u
mailto:mmiddleton@bne.catholic.edu.au


 BELIEVE… In action 

Lenten Appeal  

The College has commenced its Lenten Appeal joining Caritas Australia’s Middle 

East Crisis Appeal. The students should have by now sought out parents to     

sponsor them, in order to raise money as a response to the Rohingya crisis. The 

notion of generosity is a traditional Lenten observance and also assists in          

developing a sense of solidarity with people in great need. Each student at 

McAuley College has a sponsorship card for family and friends to sponsor them 

in completing small jobs in order to raise money for the appeal. As previously 

mentioned, the emphasis is on building a sense of solidarity through giving of 

their time and energy to assist those in need, specifically the Rohingya refugees. 

The amount of sponsorship is up to the family and not the primary focus of the 

appeal. Please ask to see your child’s sponsorship card and assist your                

son/daughter in this appeal.  

 

College pick-up and drop off  

The College is very fortunate to have ample parking for parents as well as a       

designated place for bus pick-up in the afternoon. Pick up and drop off times 

have been operating very smoothly and ensures the safety of our students.      

Parents would be aware that there is a Caltex Service Station and a growing   

number of shops at the bottom of Oakland Way. In order to maintain the          

supervision and care of students, please do not arrange for your child to be 

picked up at the Caltex service station or the shops.   

Thank you to all parents for your commitment to your child’s education at McAuley College. 

David Harris 
Assistant Principal – Religious Education 
 

 

If your child is absent from school please remember to contact the College before 8:30am.        

This can be done via the Parent Portal, by phoning 5542 3000 or by emailing 

sbeaudesert@bne.catholic.edu.au. The College is required to record a reason for each day of absence.  

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.   

 

LEARN… In action 

With all laptops distributed to Year 7 students, and their McAuley College Tekskins being applied, the College will now 

begin to call in Year 8 devices for inspection and re-imaging.  The purpose of the re-imaging student laptops is to install 

the latest updates of the Windows 10 operating system as well as other software packages that are used in the           

curriculum.  The process takes several hours and includes support for students to re-install their BCE OneDrive. Students 

are reminded to ensure all of their documents and files are saved on their BCE OneDrives and nothing of importance is 

saved on the desktop or local drives as these are wiped in the re-imaging process.   

 

mailto:sbeaudesert@bne.catholic.edu.au


While each laptop is in and being re-imaged our IT Office Mr Marsh will also inspect the machine for damage, hardware 

problems, etc.  Where necessary we will make a damage report to DELL, who normally have a technician on site in 48 

hours to make repairs.  If the laptop has been damaged through an accident we will also log a claim under the Accidental 

Damages Policy (ADP) that we have with DELL.  It’s important to remember that each student can make only one ADP 

each year, so we encourage students to be pro-active in looking after their devices and always carry them in the           

protective cover the College has provided. 
 

To support students and parents to engage more fully with our 

online environments, the first Parent Engagement was run on 

Wednesday afternoon.  A number of parents and students 

attended and all found the session very helpful in navigating 

the College Portal and the Parent Portal.  Parents also had the 

opportunity to see some of the Office 365 tools that their       

children access on a regular basis as well as the JacPlus text-

book system.  If there is further parent interest we will look to 

run another session in Term Two. 
 

As we approach the end of February the weather has        

started to cool and the heat wave conditions seem to have 

passed.  Let’s hope the rain arrives as forecast. 
 

Have a great fortnight. 

Michael Darcy 

Deputy Principal 

 

PASTORAL CARE ...In action 

Respecting Others 

At our College Assembly this week I had the opportunity to address the students 

on the importance of our McAuley College ‘Keeping it REAL’ value of respecting 

others, with a particular focus on respecting other people’s personal space and 

our College ‘hands-off’ policy. By respecting the rights of others in this way, we 

create a positive school environment where every student has the freedom to 

enjoy their learning and socialising activities without hindrance from others. We 

work consistently to reinforce these productive behaviours that are initially 

learned at home and allow all students to enjoy a safe and respectful College 

community. 
 

Year 7 Reflection Day 

On Thursday, 15 March all Year 7 students will participate in our inaugural 

McAuley College Reflection Day, at The Centre, Beaudesert. The day will          

include a number of sessions exploring the theme of Believe, from our College  

Touchstone of Believe, Learn, Serve. Students will have the opportunity to       

reflect on the theme of Believe in the areas of Belief in Self (my own talents and 

strengths), Belief in Others (my relationship with others and my belonging to the 

community of McAuley College) and Belief in God (a reflection on our own personal faith journey). We are very much 

looking forward to sharing this experience with our Year 7 Class of 2018. More information and a parent permission note 

will be available shortly. 



Year 8 Camp 

We are delighted to announce that our Year 8 students will participate in our first 

school camp on 16 – 18 May. Students will have the opportunity to engage with a range 

of activities designed to build personal and             

team-work skills. Active experiences will also be      

balanced by opportunities for personal reflection as 

well as a shared mass on one evening. After                  

researching numerous venues and camp providers, 

we have selected to work with Adventure                

Alternatives at their Woodford property on the Sunshine Coast, as the best option for 

our students.  More information and a parent  permission note will be available     

shortly. Please note that there is no additional cost to parents for this camp. 

 

Chris Borg 

Year 7 & 8 Coordinator 

 

SPORTS NEWS 
2018 Pacific District Representative Trials   

Please check the South Coast Sport website for information around upcoming Pacific District Trials.  There is also a list 

made available on the portal, but the following website is a more accurate, up to date reflection  

https://southcoastschoolsport.eq.edu.au/Districtsports/Pacific/Pages/Pacific.aspx 

In the coming weeks we will take nominations for Basketball, Girls’ Soccer, Softball and Boys’ Rugby Union.  A reminder 

students attending trials are expected to wear their McAuley College uniform to and from the trial, wearing sport         

appropriate clothing at events where necessary.  There is also a nomination booklet that needs to be completed              

electronically and signed by Mrs Deidre Young prior to the trial (students then take this with them on the day of their 

trial).   

We have already had a number of students trial for District Teams with the following students successful in making it to 

the next round of competition: 

• Sam Blyton – Swimming,  

• Jim McClure – Rugby League,  

• Isabelle Hardy – Netball  

 

 

 

 

10-12 Years Girls’ Netball 

Swimming 

https://southcoastschoolsport.eq.edu.au/Districtsports/Pacific/Pages/Pacific.aspx


Morning Training  

Last Friday morning was our first instalment of Friday running training for 2018.  How wonderful it was to see 29          

students attending training before sharing breakfast together in what was a great way to finish our school week.  I am so 

proud of all  the students who attended and I am already looking forward to our Cross Country Carnival to see our      

training in action.  Thank you to Mr Way who joined us on Friday.    

 

In the event of wet weather, morning training will be cancelled and an announcement will be posted through the        

College Portal.  This decision will be made by 6:00 AM on the morning of training and I encourage all families to check 

this before leaving if the weather is looking unpredictable.   

 

Thank you to all the families for your wonderful support of our morning training program, it really is great to see so 

many students engaged in physical activity!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the community  

There are a number of our students achieving great things in their 

personal sporting endeavours outside of the College.  We love 

hearing and sharing these stories, so please make sure you keep 

us in the loop with any exciting news.   

This week we congratulate Charlie Love who has been successful 

in making the Regional Team for Athletics as well as Sam Blyton 

who continues to do wonderful things in the pool qualifying for 

Freestyle and Backstroke at the recent Queensland Sprint Titles.  

We also congratulate our netballers Emily Lewis, Charlotte Morris, 

Tiana Rowe, Caitlin Dennien and Zoe Robinson on their recent Beaudesert District Representative Carnival.   

 

 

In other exciting news, we are collecting tickets as part of the Coles Sport for Schools initiative.  

There are boxes available for ticket collection at Coles Beaudesert and we will also set up a box 

in the reception area here at school.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our school to access 

more equipment for our students and continue maximising our engagement in different types 

of sports.  We thank you in advance for your support.   

 

Friday Morning Trainers 

Girls’ lockers at the pool - Wednesday 

Sharing breakfast 



Swimming Carnival   

Earlier this week we celebrated our Swimming Carnival success with presentations of new record holders, age           

champions and of course our champion house at our Assembly on Monday.  
    

The following students broke College records;   

 
 

The following students set new records;  

 
 

Congratulations to the following students who were awarded 2018 Swimming Age Champions;  

 
Finally, congratulations to Frassati House who were crowned Swimming Carnival House Champions, with Bojaxhiu in    

second place, MacKillop in third and Steele finishing fourth.  It was a great afternoon and I cannot thank the students 

enough for their enthusiasm, the teachers for their support and the parents for their assistance and presence            

throughout the carnival.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours in Sport  

Mrs Amy Richards -  Sports Coordinator  

Name Age Group  Event 

Jim McClure 12 years Boys Butterfly, Breaststroke 

Bryce Teese 12 yeas Boys Freestyle, Backstroke 

Anna Brandon 13 years Girls Butterfly, Backstroke, Breaststoke, 
Freestyle 

Name Age Group  Event 

Abi Henry 14 years Girls Butterfly, Breaststroke 

Gabrielle Wilson 14 years Girls Freestyle, Backstroke 

Sam Blyton 14 years Boy Butterfly, Backstroke, Breaststoke, 
Freestyle 

Age Group Name 

12 years Girls Matilda Watterson 

12 years Boys Jim McClure/Bryce Teese 

13 years Girls Anna Brandon 

13 years Boys Charlie Love 

14 years Girls Abi Henry/Gabrielle Wilson 

14 years Boys Sam Blyton 

New Record Holders 

Age Champions 
House Champions 


